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Statement on Guidelines for Environmental Review of Trade Agreements
December 13, 2000

I am pleased to announce the completion of
a strong set of guidelines for environmental re-
view of major new trade agreements. These de-
tailed guidelines, required by an Executive order
I issued last year, will ensure that we fully inte-
grate environmental considerations into our ne-
gotiation of new trade agreements and will pro-
vide unparalleled opportunities for public in-
volvement in trade policy. America’s experience
has proven that a strong economy and a healthy

environment go hand in hand, and these new
guidelines will help protect the global environ-
ment as we work with other nations to build
prosperity worldwide. Bringing environmental
issues into the mainstream of our trade policy
has been a top priority for my administration.
The guidelines issued by the United States
Trade Representative and the Council on Envi-
ronmental Quality are another major milestone
in this effort.

Remarks on the Resolution of the 2000 Presidential Election and an
Exchange With Reporters in North Aylesbury, United Kingdom
December 14, 2000

The President. Good morning. Last night
President-elect Bush and Vice President Gore
showed what is best about America. In this elec-
tion, the American people were closely divided.
The outcome was decided by a Supreme Court
that was closely divided. But the essential unity
of our Nation was reflected in the words and
values of those who fought this great contest.
I was proud of both men.

I pledged to President-elect Bush my efforts
and the best efforts of every member of our
administration for a smooth and successful tran-
sition.

I want to say I am profoundly grateful to
Vice President Gore for 8 extraordinary years
of partnership. Without his leadership, we could
not have made the progress or reached the pros-
perity we now enjoy and pass on to the next
administration.

I am also profoundly grateful to him for put-
ting into words last night the feelings of all
of us who disagreed with the Supreme Court’s
decision, but accepted it. And as he said, all
of us have a responsibility to support President-
elect Bush and to unite our country in the
search for common ground.

I wish President-elect Bush well. Like him,
I came to Washington as a Governor, eager to
work with both Republicans and Democrats.
And when we reached across party lines to forge

a vital center, America was stronger at home
and abroad.

The American people, however divided they
were in this election, overwhelmingly want us
to build on that vital center without rancor or
personal attack.

I thank the Members of Congress from both
parties who have pledged to work with the
President-elect. They have also pledged to elect
commonsense bipartisan election reforms so that
the votes of all citizens can be easily cast and
easily counted in future elections.

Finally, I want to thank the American people
for their patience, passion, and patriotism
throughout this extended election season. In the
days of service left to me, I will do all I can
to finish our remaining work with Congress and
to help President-elect Bush get off to a good
start.

As I’ve said so many times over the last year,
our country has never before enjoyed so much
peace and prosperity with so few internal crises
and so little external threat. We have the oppor-
tunity to build the future of our dreams for
our children, and every one of us has an obliga-
tion to work together to achieve it.

Thank you very much.
Q. Mr. President, what do you say to Demo-

crats who want to run on the election issue
in 2 years? Do you think that’s a way to take
back the House?
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The President. Well, I think, first of all, the
election 2 years from now is difficult to predict,
and it will take whatever shape it does. But
for right now, we’re in a period where we’ve
had an election, but we haven’t had the Inau-
guration. We have to ensure a smooth and con-
structive transition, and all of us should ensure
that we do our part to give the President-elect
his chance to do this job. And I would hope—
and I believe that my fellow Democrats would
be willing to do that, and I hope they will.
I hope they will set a good example by getting
off to a good start and trying to unite the coun-
try.

Two years from now, what I hope will happen
is that the honest differences that remain be-
tween the two parties will be the subject of
a wholesome, vigorous, constructive debate, but
that we will be moving further and further away
from rancor. That, I think, is actually good for
our party, because I think people do agree with

us on the issues—on so many of the vital issues
of the day.

But I don’t think that now is the time to
do anything other than follow Vice President
Gore’s lead. He spoke for all of us last night,
and he did it eloquently and well. And Presi-
dent-elect Bush responded with generosity in
kind, I thought, in his remarks. And I think
we ought to use this opportunity to let the coun-
try come together and try to get the new admin-
istration off to a good start.

Thank you.
Q. Mr. President, will your successor continue

the special relationship you’ve enjoyed with Brit-
ain, do you hope?

The President. I can’t imagine anybody who
wouldn’t do that. I think he will, yes. Thank
you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:49 a.m. outside
Chequers, the country estate of Prime Minister
Tony Blair.

Remarks at the University of Warwick in Coventry, United Kingdom
December 14, 2000

Thank you very much, Vice Chancellor Follett
and Lady Follett, Chancellor Ramphal. Lord
Skidelsky, thank you for your biography of
Keynes. I wonder what Mr. Keynes would think
of us paying down the national debt in America
today. [Laughter]

I would like to thank the president of the
student union, Caitlin McKenzie, for welcoming
me. And I am delighted to be here with all
of you. But I’d like to specifically, if I might,
acknowledge one more person in the audience,
a good friend to Hillary and me, the renowned
physicist Stephen Hawking. Thank you, Stephen,
for being here. We’re delighted to—[inaudible].

Tony and Cherie Blair and Hillary and Chel-
sea and I are pleased to be here. I thank the
Prime Minister for his kind remarks. It is true
that we have all enjoyed an unusual friendship
between the two of us and our families. But
it is also true that we have honored the deeper
and more important friendship between the
United States and Great Britain, one that I be-
lieve will endure through the ages and be

strengthened through changes of party and from
election to election.

I wanted to have a moment before I left
this country for the last time as President just
to say a few words about a subject which, as
the Prime Minister said, we have discussed a
lot, that I believe will shape the lives of the
young people in this audience perhaps more
than any other, and that is the phenomenon
of globalization.

We have worked hard in our respective na-
tions and in our multinational memberships to
try to develop a response to globalization that
we all call by the shorthand term, Third Way.
Sometimes I think that term tends to be viewed
as more of a political term than one that has
actual policy substance, but for us it’s a very
serious attempt to put a human face on the
global economy and to direct the process of
globalization in a way that benefits all people.

The intensifying process of economic integra-
tion and political interdependence that we know
as globalization is clearly tearing down barriers

VerDate 11-MAY-2000 12:36 Dec 05, 2002 Jkt 188968 PO 00000 Frm 00533 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 E:\HR\OC\188968.009 pfrm12 PsN: 188968


		Superintendent of Documents
	2009-12-22T12:52:45-0500
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




